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S.B.COUHTY:An;e^Euided
effort is piide;r.TO.y.to rjiise'
poriutants.out of Inland
resources:.

• BY DAVID DANELSKI • .
AND JENNIFER BOWLES' • ' • • '
THB PMSB-ENTBRPIUSB- - '"'. '.'

'. Water pure/ eriough to' drink-
. spillsfromanironpipe,themost
visible -.sign of. stepped-up;
.efforts to reinpyA .grpundwater
pollution spreading from a Rial-"
to-areaftieltankferin. • •' • '.
. 'The fuel \storage 'complex, a
joaracre labyrinth of tanks and'
Interstate pipelines, is believed
to have caused a broad plume pf
underground pollution that-
extends niore than a'mfle' and

TRO ERS
Mow-up on report of '

ftid leaks at Inland fuel tank fa tm

-water wells.:
:- The tank; ''farm's . principal
owner, Houston-based Kinder
Morgan Energy Partners, has
been- pumping . fuel-tainted
water and treating it to slow Oje

' spread of MTBE; a suspected
cancer-causing- gasoline addi-
tive, arjd other pollution. The
cleansed water ia' pumped into a
<litch, where it forms a babbling
brook wiUi wildflowers growing
alongside.! . : • • . ' • • . • .
Another pumping operational
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• the 'tanEfaraj is:.recoverinff as
;much as ?So gallons a; week of •'
; gasoline, diesel anipther fuels:-

from .subterraneaij'• pools as
thick as 4 feet that float on' the'

.groundwater.,. '•'• '•
'• A little more §ian a'year ago;
. several elected officials/ includ; ••
' ing" U. S.1 Set-.TBafbara -'Boxer,'.
called .tor a stepped-up uivestt-
.gatton and cleanup after The
.'Press-Enterprisereported that
- the. tank farih had -polluted
groundwater for; decades an'd
thatMTBE was inoving toward
.drinking-water wells.-•." ,'

Since then, 52 'test weDa have
been., • drilled'. and • more .are
planned to learn howfar thep'ol--

; lutiori 'has 'spread and.'how
potent it is; state water officials

Vsaii The cleanup, this year has
fccused on'pumpingfand treat-'

•:TOg.1)3i.e'lgronndVrateJ'as'well as
"the removal; °f 'Undiluted .fuel
'•that • has •' pooled on top of
groundwater, ' : Last year,
'cleanup was. limited /mostly to

' '
. . : _
. .'•Government representatives
and tank ton officials say .the}?
are pleased with the' cleanup's
progress. But much moire work

.needs to be done. • • ' '.• .'
'Removing pollufion that "has

leaked from the tank farm for as
long as 25 'years could take a
decade, said Ken 'WiHiams, who
supervises The cleanup for the
state's Santa .Ana • Regional
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.Water Quality Control Board. : -

. Wellsinjeopardy ' ' - .
its hot clear whether the poi-'

lutton will reach two drinking
water wells about a mile from

. the .tank farm. 'Contamination •
has been found within IjOOO feet
of the West San Bernardino''

• Counts Water District w.ells.' .
"Itfs too early to say that," said; •

'ROseScott, a geologistandinves-
ttgator for fte regional' water
board. She .said she hopes that a
second water-treatment system,
that will be built .next week, will

•help slow the pollution. ' '
. . The "pump-and^reaf sys-
tems' puH polluted water from
the ground and run it .through
carbon filters that scrub out
MTBE, benzene and other
harmful chemicals from gaso-
line contamination. What bub- •
bles'out meets drinking water
standards, according to 'the

'/regipnalwaterboard. •.' ••' ' • •
The pollution plume appears

to be shrinking from its leading
edge, said Anthony Araiza, gen-
eral manager of the water dis-
trict "Is it enough? I don't
know." The water district
serves about 60,000 people in the

. surrounding area. .
'" Kinder Morgan has tentatively
agreed topayAraiza's agency for •
replacement wells if necessary.. .

New content
'; Araizasaidhe!showmorecon-
cerned about recent discoveries
of perchlorate ha' the groundwa-
ter from a source or sources
other than the tank farm. The

. chemical, used in rocket fuel,
can damage the thyroid gland:

Kurt Berchtold, the water
board's assistant executive
officer, said that perchlorate.
appears" to be. seeping from',
upstream sources. Low levels of

• the chemical T- U parts per bil-'.
lion partftof water—have been

', .detected. The state's recom-
mended limit for drinking water
is 4'parts per billion..: . •

../ The tank farm operators have ,
agreed to test for perchlorate. as '
they .continue to investigate the

_ . . . . . . . . . . . .-. vCARLOSPUMA/.THZFIUtSS-BNTTiaPRlSI
Water is pumped from the ground and treated near Kinder Morgan Energy Partners in Coltpn.

The cleanup this year
has focusedonpumping
and treating the ,
groundwater as wellas:
theremovalof. ,
undiluted fuelthathas
pooled bntop of
groundwater. Lastyear,
cleanup was limited
mostly to vacuuming••. •• .
fuel fumes from the soil-;

.extent of the pollution froin
gasoline and other fuels.
hi addition, the U. S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency has
ordered them to'make repairs
and take measures to prevent
leaks and contain spills.

Williams said he doesn't know,
how much the cleanup has and
will cost Kinder Morgan and its
petroleum • company tenants.
But he addal that .he wouldn't
be surprised-jf.it reached mil-
lions of dollars.

Kinder Morgan ' spokesman
Larry Pierce said thecompany is'

• not disclosing its cleanup costs.
• *^Everything is on .plan ,and

Removal of
..gasoline mixture
floating on . ,'
groundwater

Pumping and
treating of polluted
groundwater'.

going well," Pierce said. "We
.will continue to work with them
(the state water board and the-

..water district) 'andkeep making
progress."' •'..• .•:'.• .•;... - .."•
, 'The tank farm isonlthe route

, of pipelines that ship' gasoline
and other fuelproducts as far as
Las Vegas andPhoenix. Jthas47
above-ground 'storage . tanks

. that can hold 63 million gallons
of gasoline, 'diesel and jet fueL.:

The Press Enterprise Sept. 17,2002

THE PRESS-tNTEKPRISS

Last year, Kinder Morgan
offlcials.said that more aggres-
aive'pump-and-treat strategies
were ^unwarranted.' Bat

. WflHamS . said the -.company
' agreed to do them after test well
results showed more contami-
nation than' was previously

• believed to be present •
.:'The tank, farm sits on .an

'• 'ikndergrdund water -basin that
"straddles .Biverside-and San

.• Bernardino counties and is a
key soutce of Inland drinking
water supplies. It is replenished
by rain and melted snow.

'Reach David DundsW at (909) 368-9471
' ' "


